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Contemplative Worship Service and Communion 8:00 a.m.
Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Sundays, May 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30

Communion - Worship Service 10:30 a.m.
Sunday, May 2

The Prayer Group will meet Mondays, May 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31
at 10:30 a.m. in the Choir Room
and also on
Tuesdays, May 4, 11, 18 and 25
at 5:00 p.m. in the Choir Room

Christians for Equality Committee will meet
Monday, May 3 at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Office

Stewards meet on Tuesday, May 11
at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Office

The Sandwich Group will meet on Tuesday, April 20
at 12:00 p.m. in the Pastor s office

Church Board Meeting on Tuesday, May 25
at 7:00 p.m. in the Church Office

Celebration Ringers rehearsal on Thursdays, 6:15 p.m.
Covenant Choir Rehearsal on Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.

Jubilee Ringers rehearsals
Sundays at 12:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary

Middle school and High school youth group
May meetings ~ check www.facebook.com ~ RUCC Youth Group




| recently signed up for a daily devotional. That, in itself, is a miracle! Through the years, | have
enthusiastically purchased, avidly begun, and quickly aborted any number of daily devotional books.
Somehow, my spiritual life doesn t operate in a daily devotional sort of manner! Maybe yours
doesn t either.

This daily devotional is different. It arrives in my email inbox. It contains no theological
opinions and no extended context. It has no archaic language to decipher. Itis just a daily thought
excerpted from the writings of one of many recognized spiritual guides. Plus, it is a ministry of our
mentor congregation in Washington, DC: The Church of the Savior, so it reminds me daily of the gifts
available in communities of faith (like theirs and ours) that value covenanted relationships. Nice!

Here is a recent gift...
A Prayer for the Human Family

God, we thank you for the wholeness of the human family:
for people of other faiths and of none,
especially those who are our friends and neighbors;
for the rich variety of human experience
and the gifts we bring to one another
when we meet in a spirit of acceptance and love;
for dialogue in community, and for mutual enrichment
and growing understanding;
for movements to establish and sustain the legitimate rights
of persons of every religious conviction.

And we pray to you that people of all faiths may enjoy
the freedom to set forth their conviction with integrity
and listen to one another in humility;
that the Church may perform a reconciling ministry
in a world divided by suspicion and misunderstanding,
and bring healing to those places where religious intolerance
fractures human community;
that the Church may bear a true and loving witness
to the One it calls Lord, in whose name we pray.

Source: Jesus Christ the Life of the World (a worship book for the Sixth Assembly of the World
Council of Churches). Author unknown.

PS If you wish to receive more of these gems, and you have access to a computer, go to
www.inwardoutward.org and sign up under Get Your Daily Dose. If you d o not have computer
access (and don t want it!), but would like to read these gems, let me know and we Il make printed
copies available for you.

Blessings,

Ahassn—



Worship Themes for Eastertide 2010

Be still and know that | am God Be still and know Be still Be
from Psalm 46:10

New life. Yes, that s what we have been promised. New ears to hear. New eyes to see. New
thoughts to think. New hearts to love. New newne w. And so, with this year s Eastertide Season
worship services, we really are living into the new. Each week brings something (or someONE) new
and different for us as a community of faith. Come for all are welcome!

May 2 Music Sunday Communion Sunday

Psalm 148; Psalm 150; John 13:31-35

Our choral and handbell musicians will lead us in an inspiring service of worship, featuring the
Schubert Mass in G, conducted by UR Professor Jean-Sebastien Vallee. Come to sing, to pray, to
hear new music, to experience God s presence.

May 9 Troubling Questions Rev. Nancy Brink, p reaching

John 5:1-9

Today, we welcome the Director of Church Relations from Chapman University, who has been
hearing about this congregation from Sarah Fiske-Phillips for many months and is looking forward to
meeting us! Rev. Nancy Brink will reflect on the text s meaning for today by speaking a relevant word
about Jesus powerful question to the invalid: Do you want to be made well?

Rev. Nancy Brink is beginning her service with Chapman University, having served for 20 years as
the Pastor of North Side Christian Church. She has taught World Religions at a college level and is
the founder of Connections, a coalition of congregations devoted to advancing progressive
Christianity. She is currently serving the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) as Chair of the Board
of Directors for Church Extension in Indianapolis and is on the General Board of the Christian Church
in the United States and Canada. She holds a BA in Religion from Texas Christian University in Fort
Worth and an MDiv from the Divinity School of Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee.
Welcome, Nancy!

May 16 Jon Robertson, preaching

John 17:20-26

Once again, we are honored with the gift of Jon Robertson (known to many in Redlands as the long-
time conductor of the Redlands Symphony Orchestra). However, he will leave his baton at home,
and carry instead a Bible from which this inspiring preacher will offer the morning meditation.
Guarantee: we will be blessed!

In his 26" season as music director and conductor or the Redlands Symphony Orchestra, Dr.
Robertson has an equally-long resume in the wider music world. Beginning at the age of nine with
his debut in Town Hall, New York, Jon continued to give concerts throughout Europe and South
America. His degrees are from the Julliard School of Music (B.M, B.S., and D.M.A.) in piano
performance and he also studied choral conducting at Julliard and orchestra conducting at the New
England Conservatory. He has guest conducted orchestras in China, Sweden, and throughout the
United States. Dr. Robertson also has a keen interest in theology and is sought after as a consultant,
lecturer, and motivational speaker. He is currently Dean of Lynn Conservatory of Music in Boca
Raton, Florida, where he resides. Welcome, Jon!



May 23 The Winds of Shalom Pentecost Sunday

Acts 2:1-21; Romans 8:14-17; John 14:8-17; 25-27

When we read the ancient Pentecost story, we hear that the winds blowing through that upper room
were anything but peaceful. Forceful Frightening U  nbelievable Violent, even these were no
gentle breezes, but rather more gale-like in their intensity. Yet, also in today s readings, we hear
Jesus say to his closest friends, Peace which, a tthat moment of teaching near his death, may
have dropped on them more like a heavy rock than a quiet whisper. Winds of change, winds of
transformation these blow through our lives, indivi dually and collectively, on a regular basis. Come,

on this Pentecost Sunday, let us ponder together where and how the Spirit is blowing over the face of
our deep.

Worship will be deeper and richer with your presence as we experience together the Spirit s
movement among us.

Sharon R. Graff



The morning was crisp and bright as about a dozen folks from RUCC gathered in the
church kitchen for breakfast burritos. A short time later, we were all breathing in the
fresh mountain air of Lake Arrowhead. We were chomping at the bit to get started
planting trees to reforest an area decimated by the Old Fire in 2003.

After a short, bumpy ride in a rustic Pinzgauer, our crew arrived at the worksite. The
bright sun soon caused jackets and sweatshirts to give way to short sleeves, and
before long, we were learning how to use the McLeod hoe and a dibble to plant little
four-inch tall seedlings into the fertile soil.

As | worked, | couldn t help but recall the Joyce Kilmer poem Trees:

| think that | shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the sweet earth’s flowing breast;
A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;

A tree that may in summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;
Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.

If you know me, you also know that all I could remember while working out in the forest
were the first and last lines. When | came home and looked up the rest of the words, |
was reminded of how well it fit with our experience. There s something that brings you
closer to God when you get down on your knees and press your hands around a tiny
sprig of life. We tried to breathe strength into each of them to survive the first few years
until they could firmly take root and fend off the elements.

The most moving part of the experience for me, was a suggestion from one of the
volunteer supervisors to name our trees. We felt sure that Dorothy and Steven were
smiling down on their namesakes, that Sharon, Leif and Jen were praying for the
success of our mission, and that grandmothers, parents and other loved ones were
being remembered in the small branches and needles.

| think this is also what happens regularly at RUCC as we plant the seeds of Christian
love in one another. We call each person by name as we pray for their continued
growth. And even where the mountainside seems barren because of past disasters, we
replant hope for a new tomorrow.

With optimism and hope,
Loring Fiske-Phillips



Eventsat RUCC

Prayer Group

The Prayer Group meets every
Monday morning, 10:30 to 11:30 and
Tuesday evening, 5:00 to 6:00, in the
choir room. The first twenty minutes is
a beginner/refresher workshop time
followed by meditation and silent
prayer. All are invited!

First Friday Film

Michael Moore s Capitalism: A Love
Story. Please note that the date has
been changed to Friday, May 14 at 7
pm, 127 min. Capitalism: A Love
Story is a 2009 American
documentary film directed, written by
and starring Michael Moore. The film
centers on the financial crisis of
2007 2010 and the recovery stimulus,
while putting forward an indictment of
the current economic order in the
United States and capitalism in
general. Topics covered include Wall
Street’s "casino mentality”, for-profit
prisons, Goldman Sachs’ influence in
Washington, DC, the poverty-level
wages of many airline pilots, the large
wave of home foreclosures, and the
consequences of "runaway greed".
The film also features a religious
component where Moore examines
whether or not capitalism is a sin and
if Jesus would be a capitalist. Child
care will be available.

Wider Ministries Meeting

Wider Ministries Committee will meet
on Sunday, May 16 at 12:15 p.m. in
the Pastor s Office.

Fellowship Hour

Please contribute to the kitty as it
helps to pay for our paper goods. The
food is contributed by the Shepherd
Groups. Please try and use your own
coffee mug for coffee. We have a
cupboard to keep it in. We do not
want to use styrofoam.

RUCC Pictorial Directory
Coordinator needed

We would like to publish a Pictorial
Directory of all our members, so
everyone can have the chance to put
names to faces- and visa versa.
However, we need someone to
coordinate the process and get it
done. Contact the Church Office or
Loring Fiske- Phillips if you can take
on this job- or help in any way.

New Book Discussion

Are you the parent of a teen-ager?
Do you always wonder how to fill the
2 hours that the kids are in youth
group? Have | got the answer for
you!

| am seeing if there is enough interest
in reading and discussing the book
Nurturing Your Teenager’'s Soul by
Mimi Doe. The class would run 10 to
12 weeks where we would discuss a
chapter a week. This book is easy to
read and is filled with practical ideas
from a variety of faith traditions.

If you would like more information or
to express an interest, please
see Jennifer Hawley-Zechlin or e-mail
DeepRootsAcademy@hotmail.com




Want to get involved in wor ship
but don t know whereto start?

We are looking for men, women, and
youth to serve communion, hand out
bulletins and help collect the offering
each week. We will offer a short
training for folks new to this
experience at 10:00 am, the first
Sunday of every month. Please
speak to Wendy Hunt, Bill Whitmer, or
Richard Hodson for more information
or to sign up!

2010 Retreat Date

The RUCC All Church Retreat will be
October 1-3, 2010. This will be a
wonderful opportunity to share in
community with our whole church
family! You can enjoy the great
outdoors, toast some delicious
s’'mores, and relax as the Spirit
restores, while the younger
generation explores ... the invitation is
open to you and yours! We will start
Friday evening after dinner and
continue through Sunday worship in
beautiful Pilgrim Pines, the United
Church of Christ campground in Oak
Glen. More information to come in the
next few months, but get it on your
calendar now. One special thing that’s
already confirmed .. our song leader
Saturday evening will be Jim Manley,
composer of such favorites as Spirit,
Be Still, Dance, Take Off Your Shoes,
Part of the Family and many more.
You don’t want to miss this!

Springisfor flowers!

The sign-up sheet to provide flowers
for Sunday service will be available in
Covenant Hall beginning next
Sunday, April 18. You may choose to
pay for a beautiful arrangement
provided for by our florist, Thad, or
you may bring a plant, arrangement,
or cut flowers on your own. Details
will be with the sign-up sheet.

May Birthdays

2 Bella Samaniego
5 Lois Campbell
10 Carrie Schindler
12 Dan Wacks
14 Sondra Hodson
16  Floyd Orr
Jane Arnegard
17 Natalie Wiedlin
18 Sheldon Montgomery
Chance Austin-Brecher
Georgia Sforza
19 Liz Samaniego
21 Kate Morics
Paul Hodson
23 Helen Arth
26  Susie Mayse
27  Bill Buchanan
28  Shirley Marks
29 Kara Greene
30 Aurea Nueeez
Kristi Campbell
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